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1. OVERVIEW 
HARDIEFLEX® Siding is a nominally 6mm thick sheet designed for eaves and soffit lining on residential and light commercial 
buildings.  HARDIEFLEX®

 sheets are attached to either steel or timber framing with fastenings and jointed with PVC jointers. 

HARDIEFLEX®
 Siding product is available as a smooth non-textured sheet. 

2. SCOPE OF USE 
This product is intended for use in external soffit and eave applications in residential and light commercial buildings. 

3. MATERIALS 

3.1 COMPOSITION 

The product is made from Portland cement, ground sand, cellulose fibers, water and selected additives. The product contains no 
asbestos, formaldehyde, gypsum or glass fibre. 

3.2 CHARACTERISTICS 
Product: HARDIEFLEX®

  Siding 
Nominal Thickness: 6 mm 
Nominal Length: 2400 mm 
Nominal Widths: 1200 mm 
Nominal Weight: 8.6 kg/m2 
Apparent Density: 1300 kg/m3 

3.3 CERTIFICATION 

HARDIEFLEX® Siding has been evaluated in accordance with the protocols and acceptance criteria of ISO 8336:1993 
(E)/EN12467:2004 and found to be compliant as a Category 3, Type A product, per evaluation report no. 3035670 (December, 31, 
2002). 

3.4 ASSOCIATED PRODUCTS 

3.4.1 NAILS 
A hot dipped galvanized clout head, plain shank nail minimum 30mm long x 2.4mm shank diameter x 5.7mm head diameter 
manufactured to the requirements of BS EN 10230-1:2000 can be used to fix HARDIEFLEX® Siding to the treated timber if the 
battens are expected to be only occasionally damp. 

If treated timber is likely to become more wet and long service life is required, fixings of austenitic stainless steel should be used in 
preference to other fixings. Ref: Section C.6.4 of BS 4072:1999, Copper/Chromium/Arsenic preparations for wood preservation 

Alternatively colour matched nails can be used to fix  HARDIEFLEX® sheets. 

3.4.2 SCREWS 
For screwing to steel framing use screws available from James Hardie. Alternatively exposed head colour matched screws can be 
used to fix HARDIEFLEX® Siding. Dimensions of screws should be a minimum of 30mm long x 2.4mm shank diameter x 5.7mm 
head diameter. 

3.4.3 FRAMING 
Framing needs to be provided at a maximum spacing of 600 centres. The timber grade and treatment type needs to be consistent 
with the engineering requirement for exterior timber as required by the local building regulations. The framing to which  
HARDIEFLEX® Siding is to be fixed, must be of sufficient strength and stiffness to satisfy the requirements of the local building 
regulations in its own right under the design dead, live and wind loads.  

4. FITTING HARDIEFLEX SIDING 

4.1. FITTING HARDIEFLEX SHEETS 

See figure 1 for installation details and figure 2 for jointing details. 
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5. FINISHING 
HARDIEFLEX® Siding can be field finished with a 100% acrylic topcoat.  For field finishing, paint in accordance with the paint 
manufacturers written application instructions.    
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6. PENETRATIONS 
When a penetration in the sheet is required, for a pipe or tap for example, form a hole in the panel using a hole saw. Make the hole 
approx. 8 mm larger than the diameter of the pipe. Seal between the fitting and the edge of the hole with an exterior quality sealant. 
If the space between the fitting and the hole is too wide, use a polyethylene foam backing rod to fill the major part of the gap. The 
remaining gap should be filled with sealant. 

7. LOAD BEARING 
HARDIEFLEX® Siding is not intended as a load bearing or shear elements in the wall construction. Items required to be attached to 
the soffit should be supported directly by connections to the structural sheathing and/or framing members, not attached to the 
HARDIEFLEX® sheet as the primary load bearing elements. 

8. HANDLING AND STORAGE 
Store flat and keep dry prior to installation. Installing siding wet or saturated may result in shrinkage at butt joints.  
Carry panels on edge. 
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For additional information visit our website at: 
www.JamesHardie.co.uk 
© 09/2008. All right reserved. ™ and ® denote trademarks or registered trademarks of 
James Hardie International B.V. 
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